September 2012-Reflections

Awakening Souls, Transforming Lives!
Spiritual Tools For An Abundant Life- “The 12 Powers of Man”
Using the Powers, One Month at a Time
February — Strength
The ability to endure, stay the course, persevere.
I have the strength to accomplish all that is mine to do.

February… The month we focus on Love
Jesus gave us one commandment… to always come from Love. He said to love God
above all else… to love our self... and to love our neighbor ‘as our self.’ Loving our
neighbor ‘as our self’ is very important and very insightful of Jesus’ commandment.
Love is always calling us to go deeper (or to GROW Deeper) into our Divine Nature. As our human nature awakens to our Divine Nature, we see the world through a greatly
expanded awareness… a greater harmony… a greater compassion for everyone and everything.
Love is the essence of who we are! Love is the essence of God… & because we are
created in the image & likeness of God, we are created in the image & likeness of Love!
And our purpose here on ‘Classroom Earth’ to WAKE UP to our True Identity (the
image & likeness of God within us).
Charles Fillmore, our co-founder and a true mystic, said: “One should make it a
practice to meditate regularly on love…. (affirming) ‘Divine Love, manifest thyself in
me’…. This positive love (energy) breaks up opposing thoughts of hate or
unworthiness rendering them null and void.”
Our January Sunday Lessons have been on “Awakening to our Divinity”… and “Moving
into our Divinity.” As we awaken to our Divinity, which is love… we radiate the
essence of God to everyone and to everything. As folks awaken to their essence of
love, we transform the race consciousness of our entire planet.
Thank you for your important part of transforming ‘Classroom Earth.’

Love & blessings,
Rev. Ron
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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD
At our January 18, 2018 Board of Trustees meeting, we elected
our Officers for 2018. We would like to take this time to introduce
to you the new Board Officers for 2018. They are as follow:
Juankee J. McKinney, President
Lawrence Johnson, Vice-President
Rudolph Clay, Treasurer
Carolyn Perry, Secretary

Blessings as We Spiritually Unfold Together,

AFFIRMATION FOR THE
MONTH OF FEBRUARY

FRIENDSHIP SUNDAY
POTLUCK
February 4th

“Divine Love, manifest thyself in me.”

Please join us in the Fellowship Room after the
service for our Friendship
Sunday Potluck. If your
last name begins with AH, please bring a casserole or meat dish; if your
last name begins with I-R,
please bring a salad or
vegetable; if your last
name begins with S-Z,
please bring a dessert or
bread dish. We always
have great food and fellowship so please invite
your friends and make
plans to join us!!

I am the love of God.

Reflections is a newsletter
published each month by Unity
Christ Church. Its purpose is to
inform and inspire our spiritual
community.
Submissions for
publication are welcome and
should be sent to the church
office for review.
33 N. Skinker Blvd.
St. Louis, Missouri 63105
Phone (314) 727-6478
Fax (314) 727-8895
Email officeucc@att.net
Minister: Rev. Ron Palumbo
Office Manager: Erika Carmichael
Board of Trustees
Rudolph Clay
Lawrence Johnson
Juankee McKinney
Carolyn Perry
Leonard Smith
Michael Shelton-Montez
Licensed Unity Teachers
Mary Biggs and Mary Holloman

The Board of Trustees

February 4:
I commit to always come from love.
February 11:
I see all people through eyes of love.
February 18:
Everyone I encounter, I silently say to myself…’Dear One, I bless you.’
February 25:

REFLECTI ONS

UNITY CHRIST CHURCH

The Board of Trustees is very thankful and grateful to you, the congregants for your continued commitment and support of our Spiritual Community and the Unity Movement. We look forward to continuing to serve Unity Christ Church as we continue to transform
the consciousness our ministry; express fully the Love and Life of
the Christ; and continue to move forward in faith in 2018.

FEBRUARYWEEKLY AFFIRMATIONS:

Page 2

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

February 1:
Judy Perkins
February 9:
Judi Coleman
February 10:
Meg McClelland
February 11:
Juankee McKinney

THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL
BE CLOSED MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19th, IN OBSERVANCE OF
PRESIDENT’S DAY

FEBRUARY 2018-REFLECTIONS

www.unitychriststl.org

Page 3

FROM THE PRAYER MINISTRY: Keep a True Lent
Dear Friends
As we are beginning the Lenten Season early this year, I am recommending Charles’ Fillmore Keep a True Lent
as a fascinating companion for the 40 days beginning Ash Wednesday. There are 17 chapters to enlighten us during this time period, as well as 40 + daily readings with scriptures and affirmations to guide through the Lenten
season.
One of the chapters that I like in particular is Chapter 5, “The Throne of Love” which talks about the difference between divine love and human love. Most of us have problems in this area – distinguishing between the human and
the divine. As Mr. Fillmore states, “There is a distinction between love of the divine type, exercised by divine man,
and love of the human type exercised by mortal man. It requires discriminating judgment to distinguish between
human and divine love.”
Mr. Fillmore continues, “All love is divine in its origin, but in passing through the prism of man’s mind it s
apparently broken into many colors. Yet, like the ray of white light, it ever remains pure. It is within man’s province
to make its manifestation in his life just as pure as its origin. This too requires painstaking discrimination and good
judgment. We learn by experience that love must be directed by wisdom. If we give up blindly to the impulses
suggested by human love, we shall suffer many downfalls.”
This chapter goes on to guide us in the discernment of love, of which we all need. We all have within us a desire
to belong, we seek that sense of oneness. Cultivating our divine side of love will help us direct our human love
efforts. It certainly is a chapter worth studying!
Another favorite is the last chapter, Chapter 17, “All the Way.” It gives us an insight to the true nature of Jesus
Christ and just why we needed his infusion in our world. In typical Fillmore style, Charles Fillmore speaks ahead of
his time referring to cells and atoms and energy exchange. Jesus came as the Great Light to bring spiritual
understanding to the human consciousness. Without his showing us the way, we would (and many still do)
continue to wrap ourselves in the human darkness.Enlighten your Lenten days by browsing through this Unity
classic, Keep a True Lent.
Mary E. Biggs, LUT
Reprint from February 2013
FEBRUARY LESSON TITLES & MUSICIANS

KEEP A TRUE LENT

February 4, 2018

Mark your calendars!!! Mary E.
Biggs will be teaching a “Keep A
True Lent” class, every Wednesday, 6:30-8pm in the Fellowship
Hall. The class will start on Ash
Wednesday, February 14th and
go through the Lent season.

I Am the Love of God
Guest Musicians: AJSR and Myran Williams

February 11, 2018
Loving Myself
Guest Musician: Doug Erwin

February 18, 2018
Loving Our Neighbor as we Love Ourself
Guest Musicians: Deborah Sharn & Steve Schenkel

Pink Elephant Gift Exchange...

February 25, 2018

… at our February 4th Friendship Sunday Potluck

Enhancing our Relationships
Guest Musicians: Deborah Sharn & Steve Schenkel

Enjoy the fun with our spiritual community. A "Pink Elephant Gift
Exchange" is a new or used item that is in GOOD WORKING
ORDER...has at least a $10 value...and is gift-wrapped. We
named it "Pink Elephant" because the color pink represents
love...and February is the month we focus on love.
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THOUGHTS FROM THE HEART
I have been daydreaming and thinking about the Idea of God as Love and wondering what it means and feels
like to experience and truly know that I Am surrounded, enfolded and immersed in Divine Love. As this
thought fills my consciousness, images of love flow through my mind and I think about all the many ways I have
experienced love in this life.
I think about my Mother, and how much I loved her and how much she loved me. I remember sitting on our
front porch and waiting for her to come home from work. I had such great joy and anticipation in my heart as I
patiently waited for her return. I recall many times meeting her at the corner as she stepped off the bus and
how I was filled with such warmth and devotion as we walked home together hand in hand. I recall my Dad and
how much joy it brought me as I saw him pulling up into the driveway. I remember imagining and wondering
what great surprise he would have for me today. I recall my Aunt coming home from her teaching job and how
she would always bring home big red candy apples, just for me. And, of course I remember my brothers and
sisters and how much fun we would have being outside playing kick ball, baseball, hide and go seek and sometimes tag. I remember all the joy it brought to me just laughing, talking, joking and playing endlessly. I also remember falling in love with that special person and feeling how my life felt so complete, knowing that this love
surely would never end. All these wonderful memories bring such joy to me as I recall how these experiences
seemed to shape me……… and I knew, I was truly loved.
I also remember the times when there was not much joy as I was disciplined by my loving parents. I also remember fighting with my siblings that I loved so very much and of course having to apologize to one another for
making such a big fuss. And lastly, breaking up with the one I thought was the love of my life. That heartbreaking experience brings to mind such enormous pain which at the time, I thought I could never possibly live
through. As I look back I have come to know and understand that regardless of what it appeared to be, these
experiences were love as well.
As I further contemplate this idea of love, I realize that all of these experiences are from the standpoint of human love. However, my inner most desire is to experience the Divine Love of God. So the question in my mind
becomes,” What is Divine Love and how does It differ from the Love that I had previously experienced?” To get
a clear answer and to satisfy my quandary, I look to Charles Fillmore, our co-founder to get a clearer explanation. Mr. Fillmore, in The Revealing Word, states that” Love is the pure essence of Being that binds together
the whole human family. Of all the attributes of God, Love is undoubtedly the most beautiful. In Divine Mind,
Love is the power that joins and binds in Divine Harmony, the Universe and everything in It; the great harmonizing principle known to man.” Mr. Fillmore further states that Divine Love is impersonal; It loves for the sake of
loving. It is not concerned with what or who It loves, nor with a return of love….Love is an inner quality that
sees good in everything and everybody. It insists that all is good and by refusing to see anything but good, It
causes that quality finally to appear uppermost in Itself and in all things…….Divine Love will bring your own to
you, adjust all misunderstanding and makes your life and affairs healthy , happy ,harmonious and free. Therefore , Love is the fulfillment of the law (Romans, 13:10).”
Wow! So it seems like Divine Love encompasses more than the personal love of family and friends that we all
experience in growing up; It encompasses all of humanity and the whole Universe, and binds us together in
Oneness and Harmony. God‘s Divine Love brings harmony where there are discords in human relationships
and draws to us our own. What a marvelous revelation to know that as we allow God’s Divine Love to envelop
our consciousness, everyone is bound together in a brotherhood of Pure Love and Divine Harmony.
So as we continue to contemplate love and particularly the Divine Love of God, let us choose to see the Good
and only the Good. Let us also choose to love just for the sake and pure joy of loving. As we do this we will be
showing forth God’s Love; filled with patience, kindness compassion, forgiveness, non-judgment and selflessness. And , let us remember that we are all called to love God first, and to love our neighbor as our self. In
this way, we are participating in bringing forth God’s Divine Love and Harmony into fruition on
earth…….therefore, we will be fulfilling the Law.
Let Us Daily Affirm: I Am One with God and God is Perfect Love.
Blessings As You Spiritually Unfold,
Juankee J. McKinney
The Editor
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Changes to the Article of Agreement and Bylaws
At the Annual Meeting on November 19, 2017, the Board of Trustees presented a number of proposed
changes to the Articles of Agreement and the Bylaws to the Members of Unity Christ Church. The proposed
changes were ratified by the membership with a 2/3 majority vote The following lists the changes that were ratified’. The original wording is listed follow by how the section will now read. All proposed changes passed except Proposal 3, Section 3 , Article III of the Bylaws regarding Licensed Unity Teachers serving on the Board
of Trustees.

Articles of Agreement:
1. Original Wording:
The Corporation shall be located in the City of St. Louis, State of Missouri
Change:
The Corporation shall be located in the City of St Louis or St. Louis County, State of Missouri.
2. Original Wording
The faith of the members of this society is based on the belief
Change:
The faith if the members of this church is based on the belief
3. Original Wording:
It is further agreed and understood that the Leader or Minister of this Society
Change:
It is further agreed and understood that the Leader or Minister of this church
4. Original Wording
The By-laws as approved by the membership at their first annual meeting may be amended by the Board of
Directors as they may deem proper for the management of the association
Change
The By-laws as approved by the membership at their first annual meeting may be amended by the Board of
Trustees as they may deem proper for the management of the association and must be approved by the majority vote of the membership to go into effect.
5. Original Wording
In the event of dissolution of this Corporation, or if for any reason, the purposes of this Corporation should become impossible of performance, all assets remaining after all liabilities and obligations of the Corporation have
been paid, satisfied and discharged, or adequate provision made therefore, shall be distributed to The Unity
School of Christianity, Lee’s Summit, Missouri.
Change
In the event of dissolution of this Corporation, or if for any reason, the purposes of this Corporation should become impossible of performance, all assets remaining after all liabilities and obligations of the Corporation have
been paid, satisfied and discharged, or adequate provision made therefore, shall be distributed to The Unity
School of Christianity, Unity Village, Missouri.
6. Original Wording
If the Unity School of Christianity, Lee’s Summit, Missouri be not in existence then such assets shall be distributed to one or more organizations organized and operated for similar exempt purposed or for other purposes
with the purview of section 501© (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 and which have exemptions from
Federal income tax under said section of 501 © (3) or such a section as it may be amended or a corresponding
provisions of prior law.
Change
If the Unity School of Christianity, Unity Village,, Missouri be not in existence then such assets shall be distributed to one or more organizations organized and operated for similar exempt purposed or for other purposes
with the purview of section 501© (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 and which have exemptions from
Federal income tax under said section of 501 © (3) or such a section as it may be amended or a corresponding
provisions of prior law.
Bylaws continued on next page….
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….Continuation from page 5

Changes to the Bylaws
1. Identification, Article 1
Original Wording
Unity Christ Church is a Missouri Corporation dedicated to teach the Truth of Jesus Christ as interpreted by Charles
and Myrtle Fillmore through Unity School of Christianity at Unity Village, Missouri and the Association of Unity
Churches in Lee’s Summit, Missouri
Change:
Unity Christ Church is a Missouri Corporation dedicated to teach the Truth of Jesus Christ as interpreted by Charles
and Myrtle Fillmore through Unity School of Christianity at Unity Village, Missouri and Unity Worldwide Ministries,
Unity Village, Missouri.
2. Identification, Article 1
Original Wording
The purpose of Unity Christ Church shall be to conduct services of worship,, to offer classes of Instruction, to demonstrate e the principles of Truth and to adopt other spiritual means that, in the judgment of the Minister, will further the
principles of Practical Christianity among its members and humanity
Change:
The purpose of Unity Christ Church shall be to conduct services of worship,, to offer classes of Instruction, to demonstrate e the principles of Truth and to adopt other spiritual means that, in the judgment of the Ministry, will further the
principles of Practical Christianity among its members and humanity
4. Section 7, Article III
Original Wording:
Nominating committee members selected from the Board of Trustees and the Church membership may not serve
consecutive years.
Change:
Nominating committee members selected from the Board of Trustees and the Church membership may not serve
consecutive years on the nominating committee.
5. Section 1, Article V
Original Wording
It is the responsibility of the Board of Trustees to employ a licensed or ordained Unity Minister and Associate Minister,
if desired, for the Church through cooperation with the placement and liaison procedures of the Association of Unity
Churches.
Change
It is the responsibility of the Board of Trustees to employ a licensed or ordained Unity Minister and Associate Minister,
if desired, for the Church through cooperation with the placement and liaison procedures of Unity Worldwide Ministries (UWM) or the Independent Alliance of Ministers in Unity (IAMU).
6. Section 3, Article V
Original Wording
As the Administrative executive of the Church, the Minister shall, hire, supervise, and conduct annual performance
reviews of all employees. Dismissals of employees shall be conducted by the Minister in conjunction with the Board.
Change
As the Administrative executive of the Church, the Minister shall supervise, and conduct annual performance reviews of all employees. Hiring of key employees shall be conducted by the Minister in conjunction with the Board.
Dismissals of employees shall be conducted by the Minister in conjunction with the Board of Trustees
7. Section 4, Article V
Original Wording
The Board of Trustees shall not take any steps to obtain the resignation of the Minister or provide another Minister
before consulting with the designate official or department of the Association of Unity Churches.
Change
The Board of Trustees shall not take any steps to obtain the resignation of the Minister or provide another Minister
before consulting with the designate official or department of Unity Worldwide Ministries (UMW) or the Independent Alliance of Ministers in Unity (IAMU).

The Bylaw Committee

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Prayer and Meditation Service—9:45 AM

25

Prayer and Meditation Service—9:45 AM

18

Prayer and Meditation Service—9:45 AM

11

Friendship Sunday Potluck/

Prayer and Meditation Service—9:45 AM

Church
26

19

12

5

6

27

20

13

Fellowship after the service in the Lobby.

6:30pm

Prosperity Class

6:30pm

Prosperity Class

6:30pm

Prosperity Class

6:30pm

Prosperity Class

Sunday Celebration Service and Youth Education—10:30 AM

Prosperity Bank Sunday 4

Sunday

28

21

14

7

8

1

15

22

Board of Trustees
Meeting—7 PM

Thursday

FEBRUARY 2018 at Unity Christ Church

9

2

6:30 PM—Centering
Prayer & Meditation

23

6:30 PM—Centering
Prayer & Meditation

16

6:30 PM—Centering

6:30 PM—Centering
Prayer & Meditation

Friday

3

11 AM 12-Step
Centering Prayer

9:30 AM—ACA

24

11 AM 12-Step
Centering Prayer
& Meditation

9:30 AM—ACA

17

11 AM 12-Step
Centering Prayer
& Meditation

9:30 AM—ACA

10

11 AM 12-Step
Centering Prayer
& Meditation

9:30 AM—ACA

Saturday

Regularly Scheduled Classes, Groups and
Events
Sunday Celebration Schedule
Prayer and Meditation Service
9:45 AM in the Prayer Room. Please come and join us for a quiet time
of healing and renewal. Bring your prayer requests and get prayed up!

Youth Ministry
10:30 AM in the Art Gallery, all children through age 12

Sunday Celebration
10:30 AM in the Sanctuary

Sunday Fellowship (after service)
11:30 AM in the Lobby
CD’s of each Sunday’s service are available at the book desk following the service.

Adult Children of Alcoholics and Dysfunctional Families
Fridays at 7 PM in the Fellowship Room
Saturdays at 9:30 AM in the Fellowship Room
Spiritual Support Group
Wednesdays at 7 PM led by Juankee McKinney. In the Library
ToastmastersVoices in Unity
Second and Fourth Sundays at 7:00 PM in the Fellowship Room
12Step Centering Prayer and Meditation Groups
Fridays, 6:30 PM in the Fellowship Room
Saturdays, 11 AM in the Art Gallery

