September 2012-Reflections

Awakening Souls, Transforming Lives!
Spiritual Tools For An Abundant Life- “The 12 Powers of Man”
Using the Powers, One Month at a Time
APRIL—Strength
The ability to endure, stay the course, persevere.
I have strength to accomplish all that is mine to do.

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD
We're excited to announce, that after a six-month search, Unity Christ Church has a new minister, Rev. Ron Palumbo, of Winter Park, Florida! He will be speaking on Easter Sunday and
staying a few additional days to look for housing. Please make plans to join us on Easter Sunday, April 16th, as we welcome, our new Minister.
Rev. Ron brings an active background in church ministry, public speaking/retreats and writing.
He believes in "putting God First..." and is committed to "moving forward in faith..." with us for
years to come.
A reminder that we have resumed our Prosperity Bank Program; the collection of banks will begin in April. If you don't have a bank, they are available in the literature racks in the church
foyer.
Don't forget, we have a Lending Library of many Unity and other metaphysical books downstairs in the church. Soon, we will be placing a bookcase in the foyer to display some of them.
We invite your active use of the library.
Also, a special thanks to our Landscape Team, particularly Judy Townsend, for overseeing the
appearance of the church grounds. Look for the retaining wall to be repaired shortly and a replanting of the adjoining, flower bed.
Finally, the church will be conducting a Yard Sale this summer. As you're doing your spring
cleaning, notice if you have anything to donate for our sale.
We, the Board, Rudolph Clay, Lawrence Johnson, Kellie Mayhew, Juankee McKinney and
Carolyn Perry, invite your questions and suggestions. We ask that you volunteer for, at least
one, UCC Committee or Team: Audio/Visual, Building, Finance, Fundraising, Hospitality, Landscape, Lending Library, Nominations, Outreach, Platform Assistant, Public Relations (inc. website), Youth Ed...etc. and that you hold us in your prayers.
We are honored to serve you, our Spiritual Community...
Blessings to You All,
The Board of Trustees
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THOUGHTS FROM THE HEART
It’s Easter, and I have been contemplating the idea of the Resurrection and pondering, “What does it
mean to be resurrected as exemplified by Jesus the Christ. And, I am also wondering, “What do the
events we commemorate as Easter really mean for humanity? I know, that this is the time when we celebrate the death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus the Christ; and we always seem to do this with such
magnificence and great pageantry. We re-enact the last supper and the crucifixion and we surround it
with such festivities. We have Easter eggs hunts, Easter bunnies, Easter Dinners and Easter pageants,
plays and parades. Aside from all these festivities, I would truly like to know, understand and experience
what the Resurrection truly means for me?
Well as we all know by now, when I want more clarification, I turn to our co-founder Charles Fillmore for a clearer explanation. According to Mr. Fillmore, in The Revealing Word, Resurrection is “The
restoring of the mind and body to their original, undying state. This is accomplished by the realization
that God is Spirit and that God created man with power like that which he Himself possesses. When man
realizes this, his mind and body automatically become immortal.” He further states that, “Jesus was
raised from the dead. He overcame death in the body. For since by man came death, by man came also
came the resurrection of the dead.” ……..The power of the resurrection is the Christ. “I am the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25).This resurrection is not of the future, “but hath now been manifested
by……our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death, and brought life and mortality to light” (II Tim. 1:10).
Wow, what a marvelous explanation! So we can restore our mind and body to their original perfect undying state through raising our consciousness to the awareness that we are Spirit. We are transformed in mind and body through the use of denials, affirmations and meditation. We use denials to surrender the old ways of thinking and believing and we use affirmations to establish the Truth firmly in our
consciousness and patiently allow and watch it grow. Through meditation we learn to be in continuous
communion with that Spirit within and receive guidance and direction from God.
Through this process, we move toward the conscious realization of our Oneness with God and in
this Oneness we know and are aware that we inherit all the attributes of God; and we choose to bring
them into manifestation as we awake in the Image and likeness of God. We are filled with and we become the unfailing faith of God. The Strength that is God thus manifests Itself physically, mentally and
spiritually; We recognize that we are radiant centers of God’s Infinite Divine Wisdom, and we recognize
that we are reservoirs and recipients of the Unconditional Love that is God. We express Power and dominion as we awake in the awareness of our Oneness with God. Our Imagination is permeated with the
pure vision of God and we see clearly and envision all things after the leadings of God. Our Understanding is quickened and we discern swiftly and with great clarity. As we willingly allow “God’s Will” to express as “our will”. We experience the harmony of God and recognize that Divine Order as the first Law
of the Universe. Our lives become filled with Energy and Enthusiasm in doing all things that have been
appointed for us to do. Our whole system is purified as we see only “God, the Good in All” and we are
filled with the Pure Life of God which freely provides us with all of our needs. Through this manifestation,
we are resurrected in mind and body and show forth from our own consciousness, that “Perfect Being”
that God created in the beginning; the “Christ.”
So as we celebrate this Easter season and participate in all the festivities, let us remember that
we are not only commemorating the Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus the Christ, but celebrating our
own resurrection into this “New Life” as well.
Let Us Daily Affirm: I Am the Resurrection and the Life.
Blessings As You Spiritually Unfold,
Juankee J. McKinney
(Reprinted from the April 2015 Reflections)
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APRIL LESSON TITLES

REFLECTI ON S

April 2, 2017:
Unchain My Heart
Speaker: Mary Biggs, LUT
Musician: Rekha Dravina

Reflections is a newsletter
published each month by Unity
Christ Church. Its purpose is to
inform and inspire our spiritual
community. Submissions for
publication are welcome and
should be sent to the church
office for review.

April 9, 2017
Keeping a True Lent
Speaker: Rev. Melissa Bennett
Musician: Doug Erwin
April 16 2017
Resurrection Day
Minister: Rev. Ron Palumbo
Musician: Jason Erbst
April 23 2017:
Paddling Upstream
Speaker: Vernetta Holmes, LUT
Musician: Mitzi MacDonald
April 30 2017:
TBA
Speaker: TBA
Musician: Heather Hamilton

AFFIRMATION FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL
The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters. He restores my soul; He leads me in the
paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. (Psalm 23:1)

APRIL WEEKLY AFFIRMATIONS:
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April 2:
I will bless the LORD who has counseled me; Indeed, my mind instructs me in the
night. (Psalm 16:7)

April 9:
I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just, because I
seek not my own will but the will of him who sent me. (John 5:30)
April 16:
My steps are ordered by the Lord. (Psalm 37:23)

April 24:
The God of peace will make me complete in every good work to do His will, working
in me what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ. (Hebrews 13:21)

April 30:
I let the peace of God rule in my heart. (Colossians 3:15)

APRIL
BIRTHDAYS
04/07
04/11
04/12
04/14
04/16
04/20

Susan Scott
Audrey Leemann
Michael Musielak
Kim Smith
Marj Sullivan
Kellie Mayhew
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FROM THE PRAYER MINISTRY:
Dear Friends,
Spring has sprung! Thank God for the beautiful season we
are about to experience in light of Christ’s resurrection in us
and in the world. This month’s prayer focus is on Light. Let us
not grow weary in shining the Light of Christ within to those in
the world around us. Let us be the beacon of Christ’s light in
all that we do. We welcome Easter with open arms!
This month’s faculty is Strength, and we celebrate strength as
the power of endurance, support and accomplishment. This
force allows us to carry through our intentions and will toward
God. The scripture for our power this month is Isaiah 40:31.
Isaiah 40:31 Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their
strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they
shall run and not be weary.
Affirmation: The joy of the Lord is my strength. I am the
strength of the Lord.
Prayer: Father-Mother-God live strengthen me with the presence of your Holy Spirit as I open myself to your living, loving
care and support.
Regardless of where you are in your Spiritual journey,
prayer lifts you higher and empowers you as an instrument of
God. Taking the time (and it doesn’t have to be long), to pray
keeps you connected. Prayer is abiding in the presence of
God – receiving the Christ and sharing your divinity. Make it a
great day and a great Spring Season. May God bless each
and every one of you abundantly.
Yours in Christ,
Mary E. Biggs, LUT
P.S. Recommendation book for the month: Let There Be Light
by Mary Kupferle.
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POTLUCK LUNCHEON
Please join us on Sunday April
2nd for our Potluck Lunch, in
the Fellowship Room, following the service. We will be
celebrating those who have
birthdays or anniversaries in
the month of April. Please
bring your favorite dish and
enough to share. We always
have a great time of fellowship
and delicious food, so please
make plans to join us.

PROSPERITY BANK
PROGRAM
Prosperity Banks, My Personal Investment Program. A
gift to God is an investment in
the law of good which always
returns more than the equivalent of the gift. Jesus told us
that if we would claim such returns we must love, ask, have
faith and give.
Daily do the following:
(1). Love God Love others.
Love yourself and relax!
(2). Ask. Write your desire.
(3). Expect a perfect solution
and do not worry!
(4) Give thanks for that solution and put your gift in your
Prosperity Bank.
Prosperity Banks are located
on the shelf in the Lobby and
are collected on the first Sunday of the month. If you have
any questions or need additional information on Prosperity
Banks, please contact the
church office at (314) 7276478.
We will bless the Prosperity
Banks during the service on
Sunday, April 2nd.
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Fellowship after the service in the Lobby.

Spiritual Support
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NA GROUP—7 PM

11 AM Silent Unity
Prayer Service
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Board of Trustees
Meeting—7 PM

11 AM Silent Unity
Prayer Service
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NA GROUP—7 PM

11 AM Silent Unity
Prayer Service
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6:30 PM

6
11 AM Silent Unity
Prayer Service
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Thursday

Keep A True Lent
Class

Sunday Celebration Service and Youth Education—10:30 AM
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APRIL 2017 at Unity Christ Church
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11 AM 12-Step
Centering Prayer
& Meditation
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& Meditation
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11 AM 12-Step
Centering Prayer
& Meditation

9:30 AM—ACA

Saturday

Regularly Scheduled Classes, Groups and Events
Sunday Celebration Schedule
Prayer and Meditation Service
9:45 AM in the Prayer Room. Please come and join us for a quiet time
of healing and renewal. Bring your prayer requests and get prayed up!

Youth Ministry
10:30 AM in the Art Gallery, all children through age 12

Sunday Celebration
10:30 AM in the Sanctuary

Sunday Fellowship (after service)
11:30 AM in the Lobby
CD’s of each Sunday’s service are available at the book desk following the service.

Adult Children of Alcoholics and Dysfunctional Families
Fridays at 7 PM in the Fellowship Room
Saturdays at 9:30 AM in the Fellowship Room

NA Meeting
Thursday at 7 PM in the Fellowship Room

Spiritual Support Group
Wednesdays at 7 PM led by Juankee McKinney

Toastmasters-Voices in Unity
Second and Fourth Sundays at 7:00 PM in the Fellowship Room

12-Step Centering Prayer and Meditation Groups
Fridays, 6:30 PM in the Fellowship Room
Saturdays, 11 AM in the Art Gallery

Additional information is available on the website (www.unitychriststl.org) or by calling the office at 314/727-6478.

